
Year 4B Spring Newsletter 
 
Welcome back to school! I hope that you had a wonderful Christmas and wish 
you all a very Happy New Year.  We welcome two new members to our Year 4 
team. Miss Critchley and Miss Grimes are both trainee teachers and will be 
working with our class this term.  We have another exciting term ahead of us! 
 

In R.E. this half term we will be thinking about Jesus as the 
Teacher. The children will learn that Jesus was born a Jew and then 
to understand why Jesus used parables to teach people. They will 
learn to appreciate the relevance of parables for their lives today 
and recognise that Lent is an opportunity to change their behaviour 

and to live as Jesus told them. 
 
This term, in Maths, we will continue to work on mental calculations 
involving all four operations, as well as formal written methods. 
The children will also be learning more about decimals and 
fractions. We will also be thinking about measures and this unit 
will include converting between different units of measurement 
such as minutes to seconds. When they learn about conversion, the children 
really draw on all of their ‘real world’ experiences such as baking and working 
out timings, it is great to hear all of the ways that they help out (and learn!) at 
home. The children will go on to learn about area and perimeter of  shapes, 
starting by counting squares before going onto more formal methods. This unit 
is always a real hit because of all of the opportunities for practical learning. 
Again, I would like to emphasise the importance of learning and practising times 
tables at home, as they are an integral part of everyday learning in Maths and it 
will help your child to gain more confidence in all areas. 
 

This term, in English, we will be studying explanation texts and 
using a variety of stimuli to support our writing including 
Wallace and Gromit and their cracking contraptions. The 
children are looking forward to being inventors so watch this 
space!  We will also be thinking about robots and studying 
extracts from the Iron Man as part of a fantasy unit of work.  

We are a cursive school so will be continuing to practise this style of writing in 
all areas of the curriculum. I continue to encourage children to read at home 
daily and record this in their Reading Logs, as it helps to create a continued love 
of reading and helps them to progress in school. If you could spare 30 minutes a 
week to come in and read with some of our children, this would be very much 
appreciated.  
 



This half term our Science topic is all about the human 
digestive system as we ask the question ‘Where does poo 
come from?’ As part of this topic the children will find out 
about the main organs of the digestive system and their 

functions. We will also find out about the different types of teeth, what they 
are for and how to look after them.  We will focus on the enquiry question ‘Why 
do we need to look after our teeth?’  The children will read the Demon Dentist 
and then complete some cross-curricular writing so that they learn a range of 
skills relating to writing for different purposes. 
 
Homework will be linked to our work during the week and will be either 
reinforcement or development of key skills, creative tasks or research based 
challenges. Homework will be given on a Friday and should be returned on or 
before the following Wednesday. Spellings are sent home on a Monday and the 
children will be tested at the end of the week on Friday.  Please help your child 
learn their spellings by using the look, cover, spell and check method. 
Inquisitive, interested and intelligent, Year 4B is full of children learning. 
Sometimes they work alone, sometimes they work with teachers and sometimes 
they work with each other. 

 

We are all looking forward to a busy and exciting term ahead. Please come and 
see me if you have any concerns or send a note with your child in the morning if 
there is anything you think we should know.   

Kind regards, 

Mrs Brown and the Year 4B team 

Here are a few website links that link to the curriculum: 

ENGLISH  
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/maths/maths.htm 
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/literacy/index.htm 

MATHS  
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/english/english.htm 
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/maths/index.html 
SCIENCE  
http://www.primaryresources.co.uk/science/science.htm 

http://homeworkhelp.stjohnssevenoaks.com/science/index.html 
 



 


